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The Hunter’s Odyssey

ACRES & AVENUES ‘

Issue 4 - September 2026

Odysseus spent 10 years trying to find his way home after Troy, but setting up camp this
season won't take nearly as long.
That said, early-fall prep is a labor of its own. Warm afternoons may still linger, but those crisp,
cool evenings are a clear sign that hunting season is knocking at the door. Sweating through
early-season prep is just part of the routine around here, and before you know it, hunting

season will be in full swing..

Whether you're gearing up with a bow, muzzleloader, or rifle, staying on top of state
regulations and season dates is essential. Below is your quick-reference guide for Alabama,
Mississippi, and Tennessee for the 2026-2027 season:

Alabama

Deer/bow

Oct 13-Feb 10

Deer/muzzleloader

Nov 16-20

Deer/nfle

MNov 21-Feb 10

Turkey - no decoys

Mar 25-Apc 3

Mississippi

Deer/bow

Tucker (select counties)

Apr |-May 8

Oect |-Nov 20

Deer/ prinutive weapon

Nov 9-20; Dee 2-15; Jan 22-31

Deer/Gun (with dogs)

Nov 21-Dec 1; Dec 24 - Jan 20

Deer/Gun (without dogs)

Dec 16-23

Tuckey

Tennessee

Mar 15 - Mar 2

Deer/bow Sept 26-Oect 23; Oct 26 - Nov 6
Deer /muzzleloader Nov 7-20

Deer/nfle Nov2l-Jan 3

Tuckey Apr 3 - May 16

Note: Always check with state agencies for county-specific regulations, antler restrictions, and quota permit rules before heading into the field.
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Preparing the Grounds: Pre-Season Checklist

Before stepping into the woods on opening day, a successful season
depends on putting in the work weeks in advance:

Safety First (Most Importantly): Check every stand strap, ratchet,

| cable, and ladder rung for weather wear, rust, or dry rot after months

| of off-scason exposure. Always inspect full-body fall-arrest harnesses,

replace aged safety ropes/lifelines, and brush out clear, unobstructed

shooting lanes to ensure positive target identification.

* Trail & Access Maintenance: Trim back overhanging limbs,
clear downed eesiorn woods roads, and ensure main entry

s and | are greased and operational. A critical

i t property gates: never use loose steel cables

oads or property lines. Cables create severe

n ATVs, UTVs, or horses who may not see

t; stick to solid metal pipe gates.

onnaissance: Place cameras along field edges,

ater sources to inventory buck growth and

patterns.

lanting: Conduct soil tests, disk ground,

(clover, oats, rye) timed right before
seasonal rains to establish lush feeding areas.

¢ Scent Control & Gear Prep: Air out camouflage, inspect
bow strings, sight in rifles and muzzleloaders at the range, and
wash hunting gear in scent-free detergent.
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Guarding the Citadel: Why Hunting Leases Protect Your Land

While Odysseus was away on his decade-long Odyssey, his home kingdom was overrun by opportunists, trespassers, and
unruly suitors who consumed his resources and damaged his estate because no one was guarding the gates. Unmonitored
land is vulnerable, and a reputable hunting club can act as the loyal guard keeping order while you aren’t there.

1. Security & Eyes on the Ground: Active clubs maintain gates, post boundary lines, and keep an eye out for
trespassing, illegal dumping, or timber theft.

2. Property Enhancement: Hunters routinely maintain woods roads, clear access trails, and plant nutrient-rich
wildlife food plots.

3. Value Appreciation: A well-managed tract with a history of quality wildlife management consistently holds higher
market value when it comes time to sell.

In the end, no journey is complete without a secure sanctuary to return to. Proper management and preparation turn raw
land into a legacy — ensuring your kingdom is ready for opening morning,




Haven't Planted Your Fall Food Plot Yet? You’re Not Too Late.

October is a critical month for land managers and deer hunters, but many assume if seed isn't in the ground by September,
the window has passed. In fact, October planting often provides better soil moisture and cooler temperatures that help
cereal grains and clover thrive.

In our latest Substack article, we break down the exact 6-step sequence, from spraying and discing to proper seed depth, to
get your plots green and holding game before you know it.

Rea'clg to get out and enjos the
s-pookg October events?

Check out these events ranging from the
Alabama Renaissance Faire to the local
Oktoberfest celebrations



https://southmain.substack.com/publish/post/218077115
https://southmain.substack.com/publish/post/218077115
https://southmain.substack.com/publish/post/218077115

Brave the Horrors of Arx Mortis! Ranke’cl among the top haunted

attractions in the Socutheast, frx Moris in Killen is a massive

S0,000—s%uare—foot indoor hau ésfshed to terrh(\j even the

{)'sgesf thrill-seekers. Step ﬂ\crp,(k‘g e doors of Cov'hgtoh Clinic
to experience intense ﬂ\ea’mcal }\orrdr ﬂ\en hit the "Fri 9H Town"
midway for blacklight mini-golf and zombie games. Running every

weekend ﬁ'\roush Halloween hfghf——gmb your tickets ear]g h( you
dare!
Sept. 26, 2026, 7:30 pm - Sat, Oct 31, 2026

Arx Mortis Link

L,ln‘q{ahama 1\[‘11([1.:-.:-([11!:1? jf((lll.‘

A local fanmm where  downtolun
Jflovence transforms nto a medicval
billaqe  complete  wath jousting,
arfisans, period fuqh and costumed

_,-'Fq”— "j e e



https://app.hauntpay.com/venues/5224?utm_source=gemini
https://app.hauntpay.com/venues/5224?utm_source=gemini
https://app.hauntpay.com/venues/5224?utm_source=gemini
https://www.thealrenfaire.org/
https://www.thealrenfaire.org/
https://www.thealrenfaire.org/
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) l\tcberfest
October 2-3 2020 W7
Features'|over 100 arts, fa%i crafts

Vendors food trucks live musm a,

Huntsville Botanical Garden Link


https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Florian-Oktoberfest-100068948613068/
https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Florian-Oktoberfest-100068948613068/
https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Florian-Oktoberfest-100068948613068/
https://hsvbg.org/calendar-event/spellbound/2026-10-28/
https://hsvbg.org/calendar-event/spellbound/2026-10-28/
https://hsvbg.org/calendar-event/spellbound/2026-10-28/

A THEI\?%ED TWlLlGHI MARKET’M AT
APOLLO PARK WITH TAROT
READINGS, LOCAL ARTISANS, FOOD
TRUCKS;,/AND LIY\IZ%COUSTIC’Z\
_Music.

Orion Night Market - Spooky Spirits Link

Tate Farms Cotton & Pumpkin Patch Link


https://theorionhuntsville.com/event/night-market-2/
https://theorionhuntsville.com/event/night-market-2/
https://theorionhuntsville.com/event/night-market-2/
https://tatefarms.com/
https://tatefarms.com/
https://tatefarms.com/
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Nashville's Cheekwood Harvest Link

f

112 S. Main Street, #201
Tuscumbia, Alabama 35674, United States

or

Made with love in flodesk


https://cheekwood.org/calendar-events/cheekwood-harvest/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23014160113&gbraid=0AAAAADM8B3arO12Jmdun55BqUTgBiqQEs&gclid=CjwKCAjwifjVBhBKEiwAYx4K9Lut0dDW598q9C6rmcrbLmWYCyMj2jQ3ikj8Ew9EKPjSXI47Yzgm3hoCEkwQAvD_BwE
https://cheekwood.org/calendar-events/cheekwood-harvest/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23014160113&gbraid=0AAAAADM8B3arO12Jmdun55BqUTgBiqQEs&gclid=CjwKCAjwifjVBhBKEiwAYx4K9Lut0dDW598q9C6rmcrbLmWYCyMj2jQ3ikj8Ew9EKPjSXI47Yzgm3hoCEkwQAvD_BwE
https://cheekwood.org/calendar-events/cheekwood-harvest/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23014160113&gbraid=0AAAAADM8B3arO12Jmdun55BqUTgBiqQEs&gclid=CjwKCAjwifjVBhBKEiwAYx4K9Lut0dDW598q9C6rmcrbLmWYCyMj2jQ3ikj8Ew9EKPjSXI47Yzgm3hoCEkwQAvD_BwE
https://www.facebook.com/SouthMainLandRealty/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthMainLandRealty/
https://www.instagram.com/growingassetsllc/
https://www.instagram.com/growingassetsllc/
https://flodesk.com/c/IZK6EU0D?utm_source=email-published-footer&utm_medium=referral

